
 

National Partnership for Child Safety Enters 2026 
Strengthening a National Commitment to Child Safety 

Membership spans 40 jurisdictions and providers representing more than 
half of families engaged with the child welfare system nationally 

​
Washington, D.C. – January 27, 2026 - As child welfare systems across the country work to 
prevent child maltreatment fatalities amid increasing complexity and workforce strain, the 
National Partnership for Child Safety (NPCS), a national, member-led collaborative of 
child-serving agencies, is entering 2026 focused on strengthening how systems learn, 
improve, and keep children safe. 

NPCS brings together 40 state, county, Tribal, and private child-serving agencies working 
collaboratively to reduce fatalities and improve child safety outcomes. Collectively, member 
agencies represent more than half of the families engaged with the child welfare system 
nationally, underscoring the Partnership’s scale and national significance. Agencies 
voluntarily engage in NPCS to share learning, strengthen practice, and better support 
children, families, and the professionals who serve them.  

In 2025, new members joined the Partnership, including the Rhode Island Department of 
Children, Youth & Families,  and the County of Riverside Department of Public Social Services, 
further strengthening the national learning community. 

“At a time when child welfare systems are facing growing complexity and workforce strain, it 
is more important than ever that agencies are not navigating these challenges alone,” said 
Chip Spinning, co-chair of NPCS. “NPCS exists so jurisdictions can learn from one another, 
strengthen how systems function under pressure, and apply that learning to prevent harm 
before it happens.” 

“Preventing child maltreatment fatalities depends on building systems that are designed to 
learn, adapt, and act earlier as risk develops,” said Dr. Michael Cull, CEO of the Center for the 
Helping Professions. “NPCS gives jurisdictions the structure and shared insight to turn the 
hardest moments into actionable learning, strengthening how systems protect children and 
support families over time.”  

Grounded in safety science, NPCS operates as a member-led quality improvement 
collaborative focused on translating learning from critical incidents, including child 
maltreatment fatalities, into prevention and practice. The Partnership is supported by the 
Center for the Helping Professions, which provides administrative infrastructure and technical 
assistance to NPCS member jurisdictions, helping jurisdictions translate shared data and peer 
learning into practice.  Because child maltreatment fatalities occur infrequently within any 
single jurisdiction, the Partnership brings together learning from across many agencies, 
using a national data-sharing infrastructure with the Safe Systems Improvement Tool to 

https://centerforthehelpingprofessions.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/SSIT-Reference-Guide_CHP.pdf


identify patterns, understand systemic contributors to risk, and apply learning across 
jurisdictions. 

“This work is about building systems that are strong enough to support families and clear 
enough to act when children are unsafe,” added Spinning. “NPCS provides the structure for 
public agencies and private providers to learn from one another, coordinate across systems, 
and continuously strengthen how child safety work is done.” 

Throughout 2026, NPCS will continue to deepen peer learning, strengthen data-informed 
prevention efforts, and support workforce stability across member agencies. Through this 
ongoing work, NPCS functions as a national learning system committed to learning from the 
past and building safer, more responsive systems that better protect children and support 
families over time. 

For more information about the National Partnership for Child Safety, visit 
www.nationalpartnershipchildsafety.org.    

 

About the National Partnership for Child Safety (NPCS) 

The National Partnership for Child Safety (NPCS) is a national quality improvement 
collaborative of state, county, tribal and non-governmental child welfare agencies dedicated 
to preventing child maltreatment fatalities and serious harms. NPCS applies safety science to 
build a culture of learning and continuous improvement across jurisdictions, advancing 
data-driven collaboration, peer learning, and workforce strengthening to improve outcomes 
for children and families. The Partnership is staffed by the Center for the Helping Professions, 
which provides administrative and technical support to its member jurisdictions. 

Learn more at https://nationalpartnershipchildsafety.org.  
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